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Section 117 and CHIPS & Science Act Reporting  
Information Request 

 
Section 117 – All Foreign Sources: 

 
Institutions that receive a gift from or enter into a contract with a foreign source, the value of which is $250,000 
or more, considered alone or in combination with all other gifts from or contracts with that foreign source 
within a calendar year, must file a disclosure report no later than January 31 or July 31, whichever is sooner. 
Please provide the following information to FRA at bfs_fra@Mail.ColoState.EDU on or before noon January 
15, 2024 for the period July 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024.  If there are questions about whether something 
should be reported, you may contact Linda Schutjer in the Office of General Counsel 
(linda.schutjer@colostate.edu). If there is a question about how to report, contact Lisa Rice in the Office of 
Financial Aid  (lisa.rice@colostate.edu). Also, Lisa Rice has discovered that there are some smart logic 
questions that pop up in certain situations which we are unaware of until the data is entered.  Lisa will 
forward the questions to you if she can’t answer them from the data provided.  Please note, a quick 
response to Lisa is greatly appreciated as she receives the approved report within four working days of 
it’s due date. 
 

1. Gifts from a foreign source. 
A. Foreign source for purposes of reporting are the following: 
 

i. Is the gift from a foreign government, including but not limited to any agency of a 
foreign government?  
 

ii. Is the gift from a company or other legal entity, governmental or otherwise, created solely 
under the laws of a country other than the United States or a trust territory or protectorate 
thereof? 
 

iii. Is the gift from an individual who is not a citizen or a national of the United States or a 
trust territory or protectorate thereof?  
 

iv. Is the gift received from a person who is a citizen or national of the United States or a 
company or other legal entity which created under the laws of the United States acting as 
an agent of any of the foregoing individuals or entities? 

 
B.  What to report: 
 

i. Name of foreign source1.  
ii. Type of foreign source. 

iii. Address of foreign sources including country of origin. 
iv. Domestic entity/subsidiary or agent if applicable. 
v. Terms of the gift: 

a. Amount pledged/received 
b. Date received 

 
1 See FAQ 5 if gift is anonymous. 
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c. Recipient or purpose of gift 
vi. Narrative description of any restrictions or conditions: 

a. Does the gift concern or relate to employment, assignment or termination of 
faculty? 

b. Does the gift concern or relate to the establishment of a department, center, 
research or lecture program or new position? 

c. Does the gift concern or relate to financial support, award of grants, loans, 
scholarships, fellowships, or other forms of financial aid to students of a 
specific country, religion, sex, ethnic origin or political opinion? 

 
2. Contracts/Grants with a foreign source.  

 
A. Foreign source for purposes of reporting are the following: 
 

i. Is the contract/grant with a foreign government, including but not limited to any agency 
of a foreign government?  

 
ii. Is the contract/grant with a company or other legal entity, governmental or otherwise, 

created solely under the laws of a country other than the United States or a trust 
territory or protectorate thereof? 

 
iii. Is the contract/grant with an individual who is not a citizen or a national of the United 

States or a trust territory or protectorate thereof?  
 

iv. Is the contract/grant with a person who is a citizen or national of the United States or a 
company or other legal entity which created under the laws of the United States acting 
as an agent of any of the foregoing individuals or entities? 
 

B.  What to report: 
 

i. Name of foreign source. 
ii. Type of foreign source 

iii. Address of foreign sources including country of origin. 
iv. Domestic entity/subsidiary or agent if applicable. 
v. Terms of the contract/grant: 

a. Expected value of the contract – Obligated Amount 
b. Start and end dates 

vi. Narrative description of any restrictions or conditions: 
c. Do the restrictions or conditions concern or relate to employment, assignment or 

termination of faculty? 
d. Do the restrictions or conditions concern or relate to the establishment of a 

department, center, research or lecture program or new position? 
e. Do the restrictions or conditions concern or relate to financial support, award of 

grants, loans, scholarships, fellowships, or other forms of financial aid to 
students of a specific country, religion, sex, ethnic origin or political opinion? 
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f. Do the restrictions or conditions concern or relate to the selection or admission 
of students? 

 

FAQs on the Department of Education (ED) Section 117 Reporting Requirements 

Q1: How do I know if a source is a subsidiary or affiliate of a foreign entity?  

A2: ED requires institutions to perform due diligence and “make a good faith effort” to make the determination. 
Since affiliate relationships are not always obvious, for all transactions entered into after December 31, 2019, 
CSU recommends that: 1) the CSU unit make its own determination with information supplied by the 
sponsor/donor or with information otherwise at the unit’s disposition; 2) the CSU unit request that the 
sponsor/donor certify whether or not they are a Foreign Source, including a subsidiary or affiliate of a Foreign 
Source. Note that the campus can request negative certification as an option (e.g., where the sponsor/donor 
certifies that they are not a foreign source as defined by Section 117).   

Q1: If we’re receiving funds from a U.S. entity, but the funds’ prime sponsor is a foreign entity, do we report 
those funds? What if it is the reverse? 

A2: Assuming that the U.S. entity is not an agent, affiliate or subsidiary of a Foreign Source, such transactions 
do not need to be reported. Section 117 only addresses “contracts with” a Foreign Source (including affiliates or 
subsidiaries of a Foreign Source). In this case, CSU’s funding contract would be with a U.S. entity.  If the 
source of funds is a US entity but funding is received from a Foreign Source, this should be reported as funds 
came from the Foreign Source.  

Q3:  Are Material/Data Transfer Agreements (MTAs/DTAs) to be reported and if so how do we determine a 
dollar amount to assign?  

A3: Pending further clarification by ED, agreements that do not involve the provision of funds to CSU, or for 
which the valuation of materials provided to CSU is unknown, do not need to be reported. MTAs/DTAs should 
be included in Section 117 reporting if they involve receipt from a Foreign Source of materials that have a 
known value.  

Q4: Should we report gifts, contracts and grants based on value over the project period, or by budget period? 
For example, if we enter into a $600K contract for a five-year period, it is less than ≥ $250K value in any given 
calendar year (budget period) since it will be spread over five years what value should we report in the first 
report for ED reporting period?  

A4: While it is considered acceptable to report the full amount of the in the ED reporting period in which it is 
finalized, CSU believes it is more accurate to report the obligated/received amount which is the amount that is 
available to be spent in that ED reporting period. For example, if the $600K, five-year contract was executed in 
March and funding in the amount of $200K is received in April with no additional amounts due before the next 
ED report is due, report $200K in that next ED report,  CSU recommends reporting the obligated/received  
amount even if it is less than the reportable threshold of $250K to avoid reporting a gift, contract or grant that 
never actually results in a value received of $250K or more.  

Q5:  Must we report the Gift Donor name of a Foreign Source that has requested anonymity?   

A5:  To the extent that the campus has or could reasonably obtain the donor’s identity, ED expects that their 
information be reported. The campus should clearly indicate that the Gift was anonymously provided as ED 
commits to not making anonymous donors’ identities or addresses available to the public. 

Q6: Must we report procurements of goods by CSU from Foreign Sources? 
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A6: Where funds are expended rather than received this does not trigger Section 117 reporting obligations. 

 

CHIPS & Science Act – Foreign Counties of Concern: (Please break this information out separately on 
your reports as it will be filed separately by OSP) .  If there are questions about whether something 
should be reported, you may contact Linda Schutjer in the Office of General Counsel 
(linda.schutjer@colostate.edu). If there is a question about how to report, contact Kim Melville-Smith in 
the Office of Sponsored Programs. 

NSF requires CSU to annually submit a report of all financial support, including contracts and gifts, valued at or 
in excess of $50,000 received from any source associated with a “foreign country of concern.”  “Foreign 
countries of concern” are defined as the People's Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republic of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime of 
Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian Arab Republic.  “Gift” means any gratuity, favor, discount, entertainment, 
hospitality, loan, forbearance, license, special access, equipment time, samples, research data, or other item 
having monetary value. A gift also includes services as well as gifts of training, transportation, local travel, 
lodging, meals, research hours, whether provided in-kind, by purchase of a ticket, payment in advance, or 
reimbursement after the expense has occurred. A gift by definition is given without expectation of anything in 
return. “Contract” means a source of financial support that does not fall under the definition of a gift. Multi-year 
gifts and contracts are only required to be reported in the first year the gift is received or the first year in which 
the contract is initiated and are reportable only if the total amount to be received across all years is greater than 
or equal to $50,000. 

1. Gifts from a Foreign Country of Concern (“FCC”). 
 
A. Gifts from a FCC for purposes of reporting are the following: 
 

i. Is the gift from a FCC government, including but not limited to any agency of a FCC 
government?  
 

ii. Is the gift from a company or other legal entity, governmental or otherwise, created solely 
under the laws of a FCC? 
 

iii. Is the gift from an individual who is a citizen or a national of a FCC?  
 

iv. Is the gift received from a person who is a citizen or national of the United States or a 
company or other legal entity which created under the laws of the United States acting as 
an agent of any of the foregoing FCC individuals or entities? 

 
B.  What to report: 
 

vii. Name of FCC2.  
viii. Address of foreign sources including FCC of origin. 

ix. Domestic entity/subsidiary or agent of FCC if applicable. 
x. Terms of the gift: 

a. Amount pledged/received 

 
2 See FAQ 5 if gift is anonymous. 
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b. Date received 
c. Recipient or purpose of gift 

 
2. Contracts/Grants with a FCC.  
 

A. A contract/grant from a FCC for purposes of reporting are the following: 
 

v. Is the contract/grant with a FCC, including but not limited to any agency of a FCC?  
 

vi. Is the contract/grant with a company or other legal entity, governmental or otherwise, 
created solely under the laws of a FCC? 

 
vii. Is the contract/grant with an individual who is a citizen or a national of a FCC thereof?  

 
viii. Is the contract/grant with a person who is a citizen or national of the United States or a 

company or other legal entity which created under the laws of the United States acting 
as an agent of any of a FCC? 
 

B.  What to report: 
 

vii. Name of FCC source. 
viii. Type of FCC source 

ix. Address of FCC including country of origin. 
x. Domestic entity/subsidiary or agent of FCC if applicable. 

xi. Terms of the contract/grant: 
g. Expected value of the contract – Obligated Amount 
h. Start and end dates 

 


